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Objectives

• Explain how digital language and literacy learning menus give 
multilingual learners voice and choice

• Gain insight into ways to practically employ digital choice boards 
while incorporating
• Three Dimensions of Language (Discourse, Sentence, Word Levels)
• Interpretive (Listening, Reading, Viewing) and Expressive (Speaking, 

Writing, Representing) Modes of Communication

• Explore Examples and Templates
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Agenda

• Difference between Playlists, Choice Boards, and Learning Menus
• Benefits of Playlists, Digital Choice Boards, and Learning Menus
• Tips on how to create digital Playlists, Choice Boards and Learning 

Menus
• Examples and Templates
• Tic-Tac-Toe
• Bingo Board
• This or That
• Restaurant Style Menu
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Activity Links

• Go to the following link for activities and resources

https://tinyurl.com/3nww4dvw
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Window into Teaching

Dunne, K. & Villani, S. (2017). Mentoring New Teachers Through Collaborative Coaching: Linking Teacher and Student Learning. San Francisco: WestEd.
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Ed Tech Frameworks

https://tinyurl.com/2p8fkcmy
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TPACK Framework

• Content Knowledge
• Pedagogical Knowledge
• Technological Knowledge
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SAMR Model and Bloom’s Taxonomy
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Puentedura, R.  (2014). SAMR and Bloom’s Taxonomy: Assembling the Puzzle. https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/samr-
and-blooms-taxonomy-assembling-the-puzzle
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https://tinyurl.com/2p8fkcmy
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Technology Use with Multilingual Learners
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Multilingual Learner Digital Styles and Preferences
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Digital Divide

• Digital Natives -relates to digital content since birth
• Digital Immigrants -adopters of the web; could behave in the digital 

world similar to those of the native.
• Students’ and teachers ’ technological preferences and proficiencies 

are diverse, not uniform.

Prensky, M. (2001) Digital natives, digital immigrants: Part 1. On the Horizon, 9(5), 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/10748120110424816/full/html
Prensky, M. (2001) Digital natives, digital immigrants: Part 2 Do they really think differently? On the Horizon, 9(6), 1-6. 
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/10748120110424843/full/html.
Judd, T. (2018). The rise and fall (?) of the digital natives. Australasian Journal of Educational Technology, 34(5), 99-119.    
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Digital Styles and Preferences

• Avoider – prefers a relatively minimal technology, or technology-free 
lifestyle
• Minimalist– accepts technology and is trying to engage with it
• Enthusiastic Adopter– embraces technology and have the potential 

to keep up with natives

Hernandez, D., Ramirez-Martinell, A., & Cassandy, D. (2014). Categoirzando a los usuarios de sistemas digitales. Classificaiton of Digital Systems users. Revista de Medios
y Educacion, 44, 113-126. doi: 10.12795/pixelbit.2014.i44.08
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https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/10748120110424816/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/10748120110424843/full/html


12/15/22

4

Digital Styles and Preferences

• Digital Consumer – passively receives digital content, 
does not publish on the web

• Digital Producer – generates digital content, whether 
text, image, video or audio

H e rn an d e z, D ., R am ire z-M artin e ll, A ., &  C assan d y, D . (2 0 1 4 ). C ate g o irzan d o a  lo s u su ario s d e  siste m as d ig ita le s. C lassifica ito n o f D ig ita l S yste m s u se rs. R ev ista  d e  M ed io s y  E d u ca cio n , 4 4 , 1 1 3 -1 2 6 . d o i: 
1 0 .1 2 7 9 5 /p ixe lb it.2 0 1 4 .i4 4 .0 8
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Digital Styles and Preferences

• Digital Visitor- visits the digital world with little or no 
publication activity
• Digital Resident- spends a large part of the day actively 

producing, collaborating, and participating in the virtual 
world

H e rn an d e z, D ., R am ire z-M artin e ll, A ., &  C assan d y, D . (2 0 1 4 ). C ate g o irzan d o a  lo s u su ario s d e  siste m as d ig ita le s. C lassifica ito n o f D ig ita l S yste m s u se rs. R ev ista  d e  M ed io s y  E d u ca cio n , 4 4 , 1 1 3 -1 2 6 . d o i: 
1 0 .1 2 7 9 5 /p ixe lb it.2 0 1 4 .i4 4 .0 8
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Ed Tech for English Learner Toolkits

https://tinyurl.com/2p8edxt7
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Digital Learning Resources Matrix

https://tinyurl.com/28fupdhh

Digital Learning Resources
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https://tinyurl.com/2p8edxt7
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https://tinyurl.com/4zz76mub

Digital Support Features Matrix

17

Digital Tools for Interaction

https://tinyurl.com/pp86nxs8
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Digital Tools for Learning Strategies

https://tinyurl.com/2p8h27xm
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Literacy & Digital Literacy

Literacy Digital Literacy

What’s the difference between literacy and digital literacy?
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https://tinyurl.com/4zz76mub
https://tinyurl.com/pp86nxs8
https://tinyurl.com/2p8h27xm
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Differentiating Instruction through Choice Boards

Language and Literacy Choice Boards
§ Provide multilingual students with the power to choose “how” to 

learn a particular subject or concept and develop language 
simultaneously

§ Encourage multilingual students to be responsible, accountable, and 
independent in their learning language and content

§ Allow multilingual students to work on activities at their own pace
§ Stimulate active learning and multilingual student engagement
§ Build upon earlier linguistic knowledge

21

Playlists and Choice Boards/ Learning Menus
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Choice Board Considerations

• Align the choice board tasks with the learning goals
• State Content Standards & ELD Standards
• Content and Language Objectives
• Key Uses of Language (Narrate, Inform, Explain, Argue)
• Modes of Communication- Interpretive (Listening, Reading, Viewing) and 

Expressive (Speaking, Writing, Representing)
• Dimensions of Language - (Discourse, Sentence, Word levels)
• English proficiency levels (Levels 1-6, Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced)
• Learning Styles- (Visual, Auditory, Kinesthetic)
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Choice Board Planning Sheet

https://tinyurl.com/y8pe8d5j

24

https://tinyurl.com/y8pe8d5j
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What is a Playlist?

A playlist:
§ Is a set of independent activities without having the teacher to be directly 

present, thus freeing the teacher to work one on one or with small groups 
of students

§ Might be assigned for a subset of a class period, a full day, a week, or even 
a full course

§ Is often in a list or table format
§ Can be personalized or assigned to all students
§ Includes content for one content skill, one standard, one lesson, one unit, 

one language skill, one mode of communication, one key use of language, 
one dimension of language, one language function, or cover multi-
disciplinary content and language skills
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Playlist Example

Interpretive Mode

Expressive Mode

Interpretive Mode

Expressive Mode

Interpretive Mode

Modes of 
Communication

Sentence Level
Discourse Level

Word Level

Discourse Level

Discourse Level

Discourse Level

Dimensions of 
Language
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Playlist Example

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Create

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy

Representing

Writing

Representing

Writing

Speaking

Speaking

Modes of 
Communication

https://tinyurl.com/3rktuupz
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Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board

§ The classic 9 square model requires multilingual students to complete any 
three activities in a row across the board.

§ Teacher can organize a choice board so that each column focuses on 
particular 
o Dimensions of Language-Discourse, Sentence, Word Levels
o Interpretive (Listening, Reading, Viewing) and Expressing (Speaking, 

Writing, Representing) modes of communication
o Key Uses of Language (narrate, inform, explain, argue)
o English Proficiency Levels (to review past level, strengthen current 

level, stretch to the next level)
o Learning styles -visual, auditory, kinesthetic, verbal

28

https://tinyurl.com/3rktuupz
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Tic-Tac-Toe Option 1

§ Students must start at the middle square.
§ Which option could you choose for ELP Level 1-2?
§ Which option could you choose for ELP Level 3-4?
§ Which option could you choose for ELP Level 5-6?

Option A Option B Option C
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Tic-Tac-Toe Option 2

• Students choose to make their choices in a row vertically, 
horizontally, or diagonally.

§ Which option could you choose for ELP Level 1-2? 3-4? 5-6?
§ What is another language pattern you could design?

Option A Option B Option C
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Tic-Tac-Toe Templates

https://tinyurl.com/9ddfuud4
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Tic-Tac-Toe Example

https://tinyurl.com/7dteatvs
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https://tinyurl.com/9ddfuud4
https://tinyurl.com/7dteatvs
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BINGO Choice Board

§ The classic 5 x 5 square model requires multilingual students to complete 
a task in a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal row. This will include 4 or 5 
tasks depending on the direction a student decides to go.

§ Special patterns keep things interesting (Letters, Numbers, Shapes)
§ Teacher can organize a choice board so that each column focuses on 

particular 
o Dimensions of Language
o Interpretive & Expressive Modes of Communication
o Key Uses of Language 
o English Proficiency Levels Learning styles -visual, auditory, kinesthetic, 

verbal
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BINGO Choice Board Templates

Think about how you will design the Bingo Choice Board using:
• Hyperlinked icons on Google Slides
• Different colors for columns or rows
• One classic bingo pattern or a special Bingo pattern

https://tinyurl.com/2y6tsdk2
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This or That Choice Board Example

https://tinyurl.com/jrtbkmx7
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This or That Choice Board Templates

Think about considerations for This or That choice boards:
• What digital tools will multilingual learners use?
• What other language and literacy categories can you set up?
• What types of products can students submit? https://tinyurl.com/yvyefxp4

36

https://tinyurl.com/2y6tsdk2
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This or That Choice Board Products
Think about the how multilingual students can demonstrate what they 
know linguistically.
• What are other types of products students can submit?

Brochure Poster Comic strip Flipbook Model

Letter
3 Facts and a 

Fib
Wanted poster Riddles Short story

Newspaper 
Headlines

Radio 
Advertisement

One-minute 
puppet show

Graphic 
organizers

Flash Cards

Journal entries
Crossword 

puzzle
Drawings, 

illustrations
Screenshots

Persuasive 
Speech

Business plan Blog
Interactive 

exhibit
Glossary Bookmark
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Restaurant Menu Choice Boards

• A Learning menu offers multilingual students a way to make decisions about what 
they will do linguistically in order to meet content lesson requirements.
• A menu could be for a single lesson, a week-long lesson, or even a longer period 

of time.
• Appetizers (Negotiables)

• Students select one item to complete

• The Main Dish (Imperatives)
• Every student must complete this assignment

• Side Dishes (Negotiables)
• Students selects two items to complete

• Desserts (Options)
• Students choose one of the enrichment options
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Restaurant Menu Choice Boards

https://tinyurl.com/2p9bbssb
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Restaurant Menu Choice 
Board Example

https://tinyurl.com/4zc2pdn2
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https://tinyurl.com/2p9bbssb
https://tinyurl.com/4zc2pdn2
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Reflection Questions
• Before making a decision before creating a language and 

literacy choice board ask yourself the following questions:
• What do you really need the choice board to do?
• How does this choice board address critical needs for 

the lesson?
• How do the features of this choice board enhance 

learning for multilingual learners?
• Is this choice board filling a critical need that is not 

addressed by the lesson?
• What digital tools, apps or websites are necessary for 

multilingual students to meet the language and 
literacy success criteria on the choice board?
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Resources

• The Ultimate Guide to Choice Boards and Learning Menus 
https://www.ajjuliani.com/blog/the-ultimate-guide-to-choice-boards-and-
learning-menus
• Interactive Learning Menus (Choice Boards) with G Suite Free Templates 

https://shakeuplearning.com/blog/interactive-learning-menus-choice-
boards-using-google-docs/
• Choice Boards, Menus, & Tic-Tac-Toe https://www.smore.com/z12ay-tic-

tac-toe-choice-boards-menus
• Choices for Choice Boards 

https://wakelet.com/wake/jH1hen5OL1k4tPthkYg6g
• Student Choice Board Pyramid https://gotteched.com/choiceboard2022/
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Contact Us
Email: mcieslak@cal.org

info@cal.org
Telephone: 202-362-0700
Twitter: @CAL_Linguistics
Instagram: @LanguageApplied
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CALLinguistics
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-applied-linguistics/
YouTube:        www.youtube.com/c/CenterforAppliedLinguistics
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